
An Inspiration

This task is about understanding information in a text.
Most people have heard of Mother Teresa who died in 1997. This is an account of this famous and
influential woman's life.
 
Read the article (source unknown) and answer the questions that follow.
 

 
Mother Teresa was born in Serbia in 1910. She was one of three children. When she was twelve years old, she decided
to become a missionary. She went to Ireland to receive missionary training and to learn English. At the age of eighteen,
she joined the Missionaries for Charity, and went to India for her first job as a teacher. However, she soon found herself
helping the homeless children and lepers in Calcutta.
 
In 1948, she opened her first home. Here she worked hard to give free service to the poorest of Calcutta's poor. She
would accept donations of food, clothing, bedding, or books, but would not take any money to pay her salary. In 1952,
Mother Teresa opened a second home. This refuge gave the homeless and the poor a clean, properly organised place to
get medical attention and to be with kind and caring people.
 
Later, Mother Teresa opened many more shelters in different parts of the world, such as Tanzania, Sri Lanka, and Jordan.
All of these centres are devoted to helping homeless, poor, and needy people.
 
Mother Teresa became a citizen of India, where she did most of her relief work. The Indian government acknowledged
her unselfish devotion to helping the needy by presenting her with the Padmashri Award in 1963. Over the years she
was honoured by many countries and in 1979, Mother Teresa won the Nobel Prize for Peace. But being Mother Teresa,
she did not keep the prize money; instead she donated it to her missionary work.
 
Mother Teresa was a powerful and magnetic figure. She visited missions around the world where many people carry on
her work, and the memories of her warmth and love have served to comfort and inspire all who met her.

a)  Why did Mother Teresa decide to become a missionary?

Her parents wanted her to.  An Irish missionary encouraged her.
 

One of her teachers thought she should. Others in her family were already
missionaries.

We are not told.
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b)  Mother Teresa's first job was as a

c)  According to this article how are the refuges funded?

d)  How was Mother Teresa's work widely recognised?

e)  All of the following describe Mother Teresa's life and work EXCEPT

f)  In which city was most of Mother Teresa's early missionary work done?

     

g)  What three words are used by the author to describe the places set up by Mother Teresa?

     i)    

     ii)   

     iii)  
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missionary. teacher.

nurse. preacher.

charity worker.

From grants of money from the government. With money from the Missionaries for Charity.

They are awarded prize money. International relief agencies support them.

Through donations from various sources.

With prize money. She became world famous.

Through international honours. She was made an Indian citizen.

With grants and donations

inspirational. dedicated.

caring. prosperous.

influential.

2

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz

	An Inspiration

